"Ol L. Fond Lihop of Armagh, 


and Lord Primare ol Ire land. 


Giving an Account cf his F vrerelinng 


[. The Rebellion m 7re/and Forty Years before it came 
- to pals. 
IL. The Confuſions and Milſcries of Ezz/and,in Church 
and State. 
ILI. The Death of King Charles the Firſt. 
IV. His own Poverty and want. 
V. The Diviſions in Fear in matters of Religion. 


Laſtly, Of a great. and Terrible Perſecution which 


ſhall fall upon the Reformed Churches by the Papiſts, 
wherein the then Pope ſhould be chiefly concerned. 


Written by the Perſon who heard it from this Ex- 
cellent Perſons own Mouth, and now publiſht earneſt- 
ly to perſivade us to that Repentance and ReformattBn 
which can only prevent our Ruin and DeſtruRtion. 


And the Lord ſaid, Shall I hide from Abraham the thin 


which I do? Gen. 18. 17. 
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Strange and Remarkable PrediG;ons of that Hoz 


ly, "Learned, and excellent Biſbop, James 


Uſher late Lord. F rimate of Irezand. 


He Author of the Life of this Excellent and Wor- 
thy. Primate and Arch-Biſhop, gives an Account, 
that among other extraordinary gifts and . gra- 
ces, which it pleaſed the Almighty to beltow 

upon him, he was wonderfully endued with a Spirit of 
Prophecy, whereby he gave out ſeveral. true Prediftions 
and Propheſies of things a great while before they came to- 
paſs, whercot ſome we have ſeen fulfilled, and others re- 
main yet to be accompliſhed. And though he was one that 
abhor'd Enthuſiaſtick Notions, beings too Learned, Rational, 
and knowing, to admit of ſuch-idle Freaks and Whimfies. 
Yet he profcit, *That ſeveral-times in his Life he had nia- 
. ©ny things impreſt upon his mind, concerning future Events, 
<with ſo much warmneſs and. importunity, that he was not 
Cable to keep them ſecret, but lay under an unavoidable 
© neceſlity to-make' them known. VS 

From which Spirit he foretold the Jriſh Rebellion Forty 
years before it came- to paſs, with the very time when it 
ſhould break forth, in a Sermon Preached in Dublin in 160 1. 
where from Ezeck; 4. 6. diſcourfing concerning the Prophets 
beming the iniquity of F#dab forty days, the Lord thercin 
appointed a day for a-year : he made this diret Applycation 
in-Relation tothe connivance at Popery at that time, From: 
this year (ſays he) will I reckgn the ſin of Ireland, that thoſe 
whom you ow imbrace, fhall be your Ruin, and you fhall bear this 
Iniquity. Which Prediction proved exactly true, for from 


that time 1601, to. the year 164.1, was jult Forty years, in . 


which it is notoriouſly known, that the Rebellion and De- 
firuiion of Ireland happened, which was ated by __ 
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ſhop taking his leave'of me, being then going from [rc/and to 
England, he-adviſed me to a ſcrious Preparation ; for I ſhould 
ſee. heavy Sorrows and Miſeries, before 1 ſaw him again; 
which he delivered with as great Confidence, as if he had ſeen 
it with his Eyes : Which ſeems to verify that of the Prophet, 
Amos 3.7, Surely, the Lord will do nothing, but he will reveal it 
to his Servants, the Prophets. - 


From this Spirit of Propheſie, ke fore-ſaw the Changes and 


Miſeries of England in Church and State ; for having in one 


of his Books, (called De Prim, Eccl. Brit,) given alarg account 
of the Deſtruftion of the Church and State of the Britains, 
by the Saxons, about g5o Years after Chriſt : He gives this 
among other Reaſons, why he inſiſted ſo largely upon it; 
That he fore. ſaw, thata like Judgment was yet behind, if time- 
ly Repentance and Reformation did not prevent it: And he 
would often Mourn upon the Fore-ſight of this, long before it 
came, | | 

From this Spirit he gave Mournful Intimations of the 
Death of our late Soveraign, Charles the Firſt ; of whom he 
would be often ſpeaking with Fear and Trembling, even when 
the King had the greateſt Succeſs : And would therefore con- 
ſtantly pray, and gaveall advice poſſible, to prevent any ſuch 
thing. 

Fod-this Spirit he fore-ſaw his own Poverty in worldly 
things ; and this he would often ſpeak of, with admiration to 
the Hearers, when he was in his greateſt Proſperity ; which 
the Event did moſt certainly verify. 

From this Spirit he -Predited the Divifions and Confuli- 
ons in England in Matters of Religion, and the ſad confe- 
queaces thereof ; ſome of which we have ſcenfulfill'd : Ant 
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I IR Laſtly, From: this Spirit he fore-told, That the greateſt 
 ftroke upon the Reformed Churches was yet to come; and 
thar'the time of the utter Ruin of the See. of Rome, ſhould be 
when ſhe thought her ſelf moſt ſecure: And as to this Laſt, I 
ſhall add a brief Account from the Perſons own hand, who 
was concerned therein ; which followeth in theſe Words ; . 
The Year before this Learted'and Holy Primate, A. Biſhop 
Uſher dyed;I went to him, and earneſtly defired him, to give 
me in Writing his Apprehenſions concerning Juſtification, and 
SanQification by Chriſt; becauſe | had formerly heard him 
Preach upon thoſe Points, wherein he ſeemed to make thoſe 
great Myiterics more intelligible to my mean Capacity, than 
any thing which I had ever heard from any other ; But be- 
cauſe I had but an imperfect and confuſed Remembrence of 
the Particulars, I took the boldneſs to importune him, that 
he would pleaſe to give a brief account of themin Writing ; 
whereby I might the better imprint them in my Memory ; 
of which he would willingly have excuſed himſelf, by declaring 
his intentions of not writing any more: Adding, That if he 
/ did write any thing, itdhould not exceed above a Sheet or 
| two: But upon my contiaued Importunity, Lat lalt obtajned 
his Promiſe. | 
He coming to Town ſome time after, was pleaſed to give 
In me a Viſit at my own Houſe; where 1 failed not to challenge 
% the Benefit of the Promiſe he had made me: Hereplyed ; 
| That he had not writ, and yet he could not charge himſelf with any 
| Breach of Promiſe : For (ſaid he) 1 did begjn to write ; but when 
Ecame to write of Santtification,that is,of the NewCreature,which» 
God for meth by his Spirit in every Soul,which he doth truly Regene. 
rate, 1 found ſo little of it wroughtin my ſelf, that Icould ſpeak 
of it only as Parrots by Rote, & without the knowledge & under 
ftanding of what I might have expreſt 3. & therefore, -durſt not 
preſume to proceed any further upon it. | 5: 
And whem' 1 ſeemed to ſtand amazed, to hear ſuch an Hum- 
ble Confeſſion from fo great and experienced a Chriſtian, 
He added ; 7 mnt tell you, We do not. well under fland: what San. 
Etification 
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Gification and the. New Creature are; It i510 leſs then fora man 
to be brought to an entire Reſignation of his will to the will of God, 
and to live-in the Offering up of his Soul continually wn the flames 
of Love, as a whole burnt Offering to Chriſt, and how little (fays 
he) are many of thofe wha profeſs ChriStianity experimentally ac- 
quainted with this work, on their Souls, | 

By this. Diſcourſe, 1 conceived he had very excellently 
and: clearly: diſcovered to me that part of Sanctification 
which he was unwilling to write. 

I then preſumed to enquire of him what his preſent ap- 
prehenſions were concerning a very great Perſecution which 
ſhould fall upon the Church of God in theſe Nations of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, of which this Reverend Pri- 
mate-had ſpoken with great confidence many years beſore, 
when we were in the higheſt and fulle!t Rate of outward 

y Peace and Scttlement, I asked him whether he did be- 
lieve thofe ſad times to be paſt, or that they were yct to 

_._ceme, To which he anſwered, That they were yet to come, and 

"that he did as confidently expett it, as ever he had done, adding, . 
That this ſad Perſecution would fall upon all the Proteffant Churches 
of Europe ; | replyed, That I did hope it might have been 
paſt as to theſe Nations of ours, ſince I thought, that though 
we, who are the People thereof, have been puniſhed much 
leſs than our fins have deſerved, and that our late Wars 
had made far leſs devaſtations, then War commonly brings 
upon thoſe Countries where it pleaſeth God in Judgement 
to ſuffer -it; yet we muſt needs acknowledge, that many 
great Houſes had been Burnt, Ruined, and left without [n- 
habitants, many great Families impoveriſhed and undone, 

* and many Thoufand Lives alſo had been loſt in that bloody 
War, and that Ireland and Scorland, as well as England, had 
drunk very deep of the Cup of Gods Anger, even to the o- 
verthrow of the Government, and the utter Deſolation al. 
molt of a-very freat part of thoſe Countries. 

But this Holy: man, turning to me, and fixing his Eyeg 
opon. me_ with that ſerious and ireful look which he uſually 
had when he ſpake Gods word and not his-own ; and when 
the Power of God ſeemed to-be upon him, and to conſtrain* M 
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kim to ſpeak,« which I could caſily difcern much to diff.o 
from the countenance where with he uſually ſpake to me; - | 
He ſaid thus. | | | 
Fool not your ſelf with ſuch hopes, for I tell you, all you have yet t 
en, bath been but thebeginning of ſorrows to what is yet to come » | 
ſeen ginning of ſo atiry 
pon the Proteſtant Churches of Chriſt,» ho will exe long fall under 
. 4 ſharper Perſecutionthan ever yet has upon them; and therefore 
(faid he to.me) look you be hot found in the Outward Court, but a 
worſhipper in the Temple before the Altar, for Chriſt will meaſure 
all thoſe that profeſs bis Name, & call themfelves his People ; + the 
Outward worſhippers he will leave ont, to be trodden down by the 
Gentiles, The Outward Court (ſays he) is the formal Chriſtian, 
whoſe Religion lies in performing the outſide duties of Chriſtianity, 
without having an inward Life & Power of Faith and love,nniting 
them to Chriſt, and theſe God will leave to be trodden down, and 
ſwept away by the Gentiles ; But the worſhippers within the Temple 
and before the Altar ,are thoſe who do indeed worſhip God in Spurte 
and in Truth,n hoſe Souls are made his Temples,and he is honoured 
and adored in the moſt inward thoughts of their hearts, and they 
Sacrifice their Lu$ts and wile affettions, yea, and their own wills to 
hun; and theſe God will hide in the hollow of his Hand, and under | 
the ſhadow of his wings ; and this ſhall be one great difference be- | 
tween this laſt, and all the other preceding Perſecution: ; For in | 
the former,the moſt eminent and ſpiritual Miniſters and Chriſtians | 
aid generally ſuffer moſt, and were moſt wislently fallen upon, but 11 | 
| this laſt Perſecution, theſe ſhall be preſerved by God as a Seed to 
\ partake of that Glory which ſhall immediately follow and come up: 
E: on the Church, as ſoon as ever this ſtorm ſhall be over ; for as it fhall | 
be the ſharpeſt, ſs it ſhall be the ſhorteſt Perſecution of them all z | 
and ſhall only take away the groſs Hypocrites and formal Þ rofe 
: ſors, but the true Spiritual Believers ſhall be preſerved till the Ca- | 
tamity be over-paſt, þ 
I then asked him by what means or Inſtruments thisgreat 
ftand: Tryal ſhould be brought on. He anſwered, By the Papiſts ; \ 
| 
| 
| 
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I replyed, that. it ſeemed to me very improbable they 
P 693 ſhould be able to do it, fince they were now little countenan-. 
ble £ \ced, and but few in theſe Nations, - and that-the hearts: of the 
He ac People were more ſet againſt them then ever fince the Refor- 
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mation, He anſwered again, © That it would be by the 


F 


© hands of Papiſts, and in.the way of a ſuddain Maſſacree ; 
« and that the then-Pope ſhould be the chief Inſtrument of it. 
AU this he Spake with ſo great Aſſurance, and with the 


fame ſerious and concerned Countenance, which 1 have - 


before obſerved him to havg, when I have heard him ſoretell 
ſome things which in all humane appearence were very un- 
likely to come to paſs, which yet Lmy ſelf have lived to fre 
happen accerding-to his prediction, and this made me give 
the more earneſt attention to what-he then-yttered, 

He then added,. © Thatthe Papiſts were in his Opinion the 
© Gentiles ſpoken of inthe 11th of the &cvel/arions, to whom 
© the outward Court ſhould be left, that they might tread 
© it underfoot; They having: received the Genriles worſhip 
©in their adoring Images, and Saints depirted, and in 
* taking to themſelves many -Medtators'; And this 
© (Said he) the Papiſts are now deſigning among them- 
« ſelves, and therefore: be ſure you be ready: 

This was the Subſtance, & I think (or the greateſt part ) 
the very ſame words which this Holy man ſpake to me at 
the time beforementioned not long before his death, and 
which I writ down, that. fo great and notable a Predi&ion_ 
might not be lolt and forgotten by my ſelf nor others. 

"this gracious Man repeated the ſame things in Subſtance 


to his only daughter the Lady T yrr/l, and that with many - 


tears, and much about the ſame time that he had expreſt 
whar is aforeſaid to me, and which the Lady Tyrril aſſured 
me of with her .own mouth, to this purpoſe. 
That opening the Door of his Chamber, She found him 
with his Eyes lift up to Heaven, and the tears running a pace 
down his Cheeks, and that he ſeemed to be in an Extaſie, 
wherein he continued for about half an hour, not taking 


© the leaſt notice of her, though ſhe came into the Room, but- 
. at laſt turning to her, he told her, That his thoughts had 


been takenup about the Miſeries and Perſecntions that w ere 


tarp ba the Churches of Chriſt, which would be fo 


ſhar bitter, that the contemplation of them had ferchad 
thoſe Tears from his Eyes,. and that he hoped he ſhould not 
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| live to'fee it, but poſſibly ſhe might, for it was even at the 
. door ; Therefore takg heed (ſays he) that you be no: found 


Jleeping, 


- The ſame. things he alſo Repeated _ to the Lady Byſſe, 


Wife to the preſent Lord Chief Baron of /rclard, but with 


adding this circumſtance, That if they brought back the 
King, it might be delayed a little longer, but (ſayd he) 
It will ſurely come, therefore be ſure to look that yot be not feund 
unprepared for it. wg EOES 

To conclude inthe words of Dr. Berzard, ſpeaking of this 
Excellent Perſon, © Now howſoever I am as' far from heed- 
© ing of Prophehies this way as any, yet with me it” is not 
© Improbable, that ſo great a Prophet, ſo ſanRified from his 
youth, ſo knowing & eminent throughout the: Univerſal 
* Church, might have at ſome ſpecial times more then Or- 
© dinary Motions and impulſes ja doing the watchmans part, 


* of giving warning of Judgments approaching. 
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